DIARY OF  1911
one does sleep better under purple and white silk
coverlets!
From a letter of July 29 to Mrs Lawrence: "The castle of
Rum Kalaat yielded some new points, mostly Arab: it had a
most enormous moat, a perfectly appalling thing. ... It cut
off a mountain from a mountain, along a col like the coupee at
Sark." It may be helpful to add another traveller's description
of Rum Kalaat; I have summarised it from Noldeke's article
in Petermann's Mitteilungen, 1920. The castle occupies a
promontory of rock, about 400 yards long and 200 yards wide,
which is cut off from its parent hill by an artificial moat about
100 feet deep. Walls cling to the side of the rock, keeping to a
level some 150 feet above the river; while over the centre of the
moat rises a perpendicular scarp at least 100 feet higher.
Entrance to the castle is effected by a path rising on an artificial
ramp overlooked from the west wall (into which at this spot is
built an Armenian inscription, flanked by a pair of stone lions
of the type associated with the Turkish kingdom of the Seljuks).
The path, after passing through a first rock-cut gateway,
mounts steeply on a ledge of rock to the second gateway, which
is of masonry and contains a small side-room. The path
continues on the rocks above the little stream but below the
wall, as far as the third gateway, where it turns and passes
through a doorway in the rock into a small open area outside the
final gateway (which is vaulted). This leads to an Outer
Court, occupying the space between the west wall and the
higher line of rocks on the east. There is also a small gateway
on the east side of the castle, with a staircase cut in the rock,
leading to the bank of the Euphrates. Photographs of the
north and east sides have been published by Noldeke and in
the Reisen of Humann and Puchstein,
The photographs mentioned in the Diary are Plates XVI,
XVII, and XVIII.
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